I. Introduction
The Muslims of Assam have been playing a very significant and positive role in the formation and development of Assamese society and their culture from ancient time to today. Being integrated by the various socio-economic and cultural factors, they are spread over the length and breadth of the state, particularly in the Brahmaputra valley which is the home land of the Assamese culture. The Muslims is the largest minority group in Assam, with strength of 30.9 percentage of the total population. Assamese Muslims like other Muslims in India reflect significant variations in terms of culture, caste, class, language, occupation, geographical distribution and ideology. The contemporary Assamese society is fundamentally a multi-religious, multi-racial, multi-ethnic, multi-caste, multi-class and dominantly unilingual, composite and by and large a secular society. 
II. Formation of the Muslim society in Assam
Formation of the Muslim society in Assam can clearly trace back to the last decade of the 12 th century. Since then, this community has been evolved gradually over a very long stretch of time. 
Import of Muslim Artisans Learned men by the Ahom Rulers
Another important aspect for the growth of Muslim population in Assam is import of Muslim artisans and educated and skilled men by the Ahom rulers. A large numbers of Muslim artisans and learned men were brought by the Ahom Rulers and were appointed in various developments of the state during the medieval period. These people were mainly employed in the professions in which they possessed. Especially skills, like embroidery, engraving, wood carving, cannon casting, sward making and similar fine works. Muslim artisans and craftsmen belong to the Khanikar khel and under a superintendent known as Khanikar Barua. "Nawab Deka" is a post in the Ahom court absolutely for talented Muslim nobles, carried a vast tract of revenue free land.
There are many instances where the Muslims and Hindus of Assam combined to resist a Muslim invader. These Muslims were assimilated into the Assamese society so deeply that the Ahom army included many Muslim soldiers and officers who fought against the Mughals in several battles including the historic battle of Sarighat in 1671. The Assamese buranjis provides us with ample evidence about the patriotism and influential high position of the Assamese Muslims as for examples Rupai Goriya, a Muslim officer of Ahom Court, Bagh Hazarika, the Muslim captain under Lachit Barphukan, Sardar Julfikar Barua, one of the martyars of Assam"s freedom"s struggle which ended in 1858 etc. perhaps the full supports of our contention. Besides eight Muslims families said to have come to Assam and employed in different capacities and created some new avenues for prospective employment in various field like engraving, painting, tailoring, music, arts and architecture etc. These eight families are known as Parsi parbiya (Persian transcribers), Akbar kuliya, (the royal engraver), Khanikar, (masons and artisans), Silakutiya, (stone engraver), Guna katiya (makers of gold and silver thread), Negeriya (the player of negera), Darji (tailors), jala (weaver) Apart from the above Muslims families
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there are some other Muslim professional groups, who were employed in different departments according to their capacity and skill, such as Kharghariya, Senchowa, Jalambata, Rajmistri khel etc. Thus Muslim community found a favourable atmosphere to assimilate with the broader Assamese Hindu Society and harmoniously amalgamated with the socio-cultural milieu.
Propagation and conversion
Minhajuddin tells us that the Koch and Mech people were the inhabitants of the western part of the old kingdom of Kamrupa. This show that with the first political contact of Assam with Muslim powers, the Islamic faith found its way into this lands through the process of conversation. It can be assumed that the influence of Islam on the people of east Bengal and western Kamrupa was felt to some extent since few centuries back before the invasion of Muhammad Ibn Baktiyar Khiliji. Most of the historians acknowledged that there existing several trade routes connecting India with China and South East Asia through Kamrupa in ancient times. Some historians believe that this route was known as Rajgarh Ali which remnants can be seen in Arunachal Pradesh. Therefore, it appears that the land of China and Kamrupa, and perhaps its routes was known to the Muslim world from the very ancient times. Bhajan, a Brahman converting into Islam in the early part of 13 th century when Alberuni visited India. These adequately proved that the impact of Islam in North Bengal and Kamrupa kingdom was noticed much earlier than the first Muslim invasion of Assam.
The 
Migration and immigration
A substantial numbers of Muslim migrated into Assam and settled down permanently during the period of the wars and conflicts between Ahoms and Mughal. About one-fourth of the total of 176,109 Muslim population in the whole districts of Assam valley were fresh migrants into this country during the hectic days of the internal dissensions which ended with the Burmese invasions during the early period of British rule. Large scale migration from the neighboring districts of East Bengal may be said to have actually began after restored of normal life of the state from the beginning of the British rule in Assam. Though the migrants first settled in the undivided Kamrup and Goalpara districts, they gradually spread out into the other parts of the Brahmaputra valley. A considerable numbers of the people of Muslim migrations during the period from 1872 to 1881, as it shown in the following tables. It appears likely that during the later period of the 19 th century and early part of the 20 th century a sizable no of Muslims of peasant"s community had migrated to Assam and settled in the Char areas in Assam, especially in the erstwhile districts of Goalpara and Kamrup. From the census of 1921, it comes to our knowledge Goalpara
The Muslims of Assam---A critical study
and Kamrup. From the census of 1921, it comes to our knowledge that in the whole of Assam, 258000 people migrated from East Bengal, particularly from the districts of Mymensings and Rangpur and all of them are cultivators. According to D.P.Baruah, " The flow of immigrants of Goalpara district from Mymensing, pabna, Bagra, and Rangpur were district of East Bengal began during the decade of 1901-11 and settled on char lands of Goalpara.
After 1974, a large number of people both Hindu and Muslims of poor and oppressed sections migrated to other parts of Assam from Sylhet in search of better life and opportunity and they were known as Sylatei or Sylhetiya in Assam, most of them settled in Barak valley. It is also necessary to mention that a small quantum of the Muslim population of Assam is immigrant, who had penetrated into Assam from East Pakistan or Bangladesh after Independence. This immigration took place because of unsettled condition in their native land. Regarding the growth of Muslim population in Assam, S.K.Bhuyan remarks-"The nucleus of the present Muslim population of Assam was formed during the period of Assam Muslim conflicts, the main stock being strengthened from time to time by fresh immigration and conversion."
III. Classification of the Muslims of Assam:
The entire Muslim population of Assam can be classified into four major categories. These are as follows- 
The Assamese Muslims

IV. Conclusion
-We have come to the conclusion of our study. It is necessary to state the major conclusion that The immigration and migration of Muslim population in the Assam valley in the 13th century one of the important dimension in the history of Assam. These Muslim settlers had made this land their permanent home, assimilated with the local people, adopted Assamese as their mother tongue, accepted local habits and customs as their own and identified themselves as Assamese with the local people, and through this process they have enriched the socio-cultural life of the total stock.
Another important aspect that should be worth mentioning that the Muslim of Assam valley brought with them some Mughal culture and also Persian and Arabic literatures penetrates spontaneously which enrich Assamese culture and also neo-Assamese Society.
It have been seen during the Ahom period that a sustainable numbers of Muslim people were engaged in various artistic works, such as tailors, transcribers, painters, engravers, etc, under khanikar Baruah, as a result socio-cultural and economically Assam become rich and rich.
Establishment of historic mosques, dargahs, mazars, in various plac hes of Ahessam also proved that Assam became richer and healthier with the establishment of Assamese Muslim society in the Brahmaputra valley. Finally I would like to concluded that many Muslim soldiers and officers who fought against the Mughals in several battles including the historic battles of Saraighat in 1671 and it was one of the important fact that the Mughals were defeated because of the active participation of Muslim soldiers in the battles like Bagh Hazarika, sardar Julfikar Barua, Ramjan khan etc. So it can be argued that the Muslims of Assam are an inseparable and integral part of the contemporary Assamese political and socio-cultural milieu.
